
F A C T  S H E E T

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION REDUCES USA 
DEPENDENCE ON FOREIGN OIL

Public Transportation saves America about 4.2 billion gallons of 

gasoline each year. This represents about $12 billion per year that we 

are not sending to foreign oil producing countries. Savings represent 

more than three times the amount of gasoline refined from the oil we 

import from Kuwait.

Florida currently ranks third among all states in total gasoline 
consumption. The 4.2 billion gallons of gasoline saved by the transit 
industry represents Florida’s entire gasoline consumption for about 
seven months.

• Individuals that use public transportation save an average of more 
 than $9,000 every year – even more as the price of fuel rises.

• Household residents living within the proximity of public transportation 
 drive an average of 4,400 fewer miles annually compared to those 
 with no access to public transportation. 

• The average household in which at least one member uses public 
 transportation on a given day drives 16 fewer miles per day compared 
 to a household that does not use public transportation.

• Expanded public transit strategies coordinated with combining travel 
 activity, land use development, and operational efficiencies are 
 estimated to save as much as $112 billion as compared to annual 
 savings in vehicle costs to consumers.

• Beyond the energy conservation benefits, by investing now in public 
 transportation we can also enhance our quality of life, preserve the 
 environment and strengthen Florida’s economy.

Florida’s  return on investment in public transportation infrastructure 
includes helping break America’s addiction to imported oil. 

	   Public transportation plays 

a significant role in finding 

smart solutions to the 

challenges facing 

America today. 

Increased investment in 

public transportation is an 

investment in American 

energy independence 

and economic security.
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